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Five years has flown!  What a holy privilege it has been to serve as your pastor and I thank you from the  
bottom of my heart.  After the morning services on May 6, I will be going on renewal leave.  This will reduce 
the work-load I assumed after my new appointment as Meridian District Superintendent was announced in 
January, and will allow me the flexibility to be out of the parsonage as it is repainted.   
 
No pastor can be all things to all people.  I strive to be faithful to God’s call, and work daily as God leads.  
Please forgive my shortcomings!  Also know I am grateful to all that have shown grace and held me in prayer 
along the way.  Please offer the same to Rev. Stacy Douglas as he comes.  I leave you now with this  
passage from Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi… 
 
“I thank my God for you every time I think of you; and every time I pray for you all, I pray with joy, because of 
the way in which you have helped me in the work of the gospel, from the very first day until now.  And 
so I am sure of this:  that God, who began this good work in you will carry it on until it is finished in 
the Day of Christ Jesus.  You are always in my heart!  And so it is only right for me to feel this way 
about you.  For you have all shared with me in this privilege that God has given me, both now that I 
am in prison and also while I was free to defend and firmly establish the gospel.  God knows that I tell 
the truth when I say that my deep feeling for you all comes from the heart of Christ Jesus himself. 
 
This is my prayer for you:  I pray that your love will keep on growing more and more, together with 
true knowledge and perfect judgment, so that you will be able to choose what is best.  Then you will 
be free from all impurity and blame on the Day of Christ.  Your lives will be filled with the truly good 
qualities which Jesus Christ alone can produce, for the glory and praise of God.”   
Philippians 1: 3-11 (TEV) 

 
Thank you for being the Church!!   

 
 Much Grace & Peace always,  

  -Rev. Dayna  



As many of you know, Rev. Dayna will be leaving us several weeks before Rev. Douglas will be  

arriving.  While we will miss Rev. Dayna, the Worship Committee and SPRC look at this as an opportunity 

to highlight talent within our church and lay friends in surrounding communities.  We think you will be truly 

blessed by the speakers who have graciously agreed to present their faith with us at the morning and  

evening services.  They will include Tommy Buckley, Rev. Wiley Abel, Danny Box, Billy Walley,  

Jeff Howell, Heath Williams, Rev. Pat Oakes, Gabrielle Alexander, and the youth.  We also plan an old 

fashioned sing along!  Our Wednesday night prayer services will be led by Leon Lambert.  We look with 

great anticipation as these folks share the Word with us!   

 

But we are saving a spot for your testimony.  Would you like to share what God has done for you?  If so, 

please call Cheryl Lambert or Kathy Gordon.  What an exciting opportunity! 

  

We also want to thank Rev. Ray Stokes for stepping in and helping with any pastoral care that might be 

needed during this period of time.  We are blessed to have him available.  Plan to attend every Sunday 

even though our pastor is not here.  Come and see…the Lord provides! 

A Note From Worship Committee 

A Note From Staff Parish Relations Committee 

Our Church is in transition to receive our new pastor, Rev. Stacy Douglas, on June 26, with his first Sunday 
being July 1. 
   
Rev. Ray E. Stokes has been asked by our Interim District Superintendent, Rev. Andy Ray, to fill our  
congregational needs for a pastor during this transition beginning on May 7.  Rev. Stokes was our pastor from 
1988 - 1991. 
 
He is our pastor in residence following his retirement and moving back to Wiggins in 2007.  He has more than 
45 years of active service to the Methodist Church.  He served Handsboro, Wiggins/Bond, Biloxi First,  
Gulfport First, and Trinity Gulfport United Methodist Churches in the Seashore District. 
 
Ray and Lynn have made Wiggins First their church home.  Lynn is a Deputy Chancery Clerk head of  
Chancery Court activities at the Stone County Courthouse.  She is also a licensed Funeral Director. 
 
For all our pastoral needs, please contact the church office at 601-928-4880, or SPRC Chairperson, Cheryl 
Lambert at 601-528-0570, or Rev. Stokes at 601-928-3915. 
 
Let us rally together in prayer and support of our church to make this a very positive experience. 

We have been working on the internet all over campus.  We are aware of some issues and are working on 
ironing out the problems.  We are trying to do this “in house,” so thank you for your patience while we are  
trying to figure this out.  Also, if you have an interest in technology and want to give the media crew a try, get 
with Josh or Paul for some training.  We sure would like to have some other folks back there in the booth. 
 
Thank you, 
Josh & Paul 



Given in honor of Evelyn Alexander by:  

Jonathan & Marcie Dyal 
 

Given in honor of Alexa Moore by: 

Jonathan & Marcie Dyal 
 

Given in honor of Pat Oakes by: 

Carol Burnham 
 

Given in memory of Gloria Billingslea by: 

John Alexander Family 
Dan & Kathy Batson 
Eugenia Baucum 
Ginger Blaylock 
Lindley & Linda Kay Dunn 
Sue Ladner 
Rex & Sarah Mason 
Rikki McMillan 
Theressa Miles 
Jim & Jody Nightengale 
Pat Oakes 
Janet Owen 
Elsie Starnes 
Charlotte (Starnes) & Dave Indeck 
Rose (Starnes) & Chris Caracostos 
Cindy (Starnes) & Charlie Cannon 
 

Given in memory of Bobby Dean Hunt by:  

Bobby & Loretta Regan 
 

Given in memory of Ethel Lott by: 

Bobby & Loretta Regan 
 

Given in memory of Mary Linda McQuagge by: 

John Alexander Family 
Eugenia Baucum 
LaVoughn Baxter 
Rex & Sarah Mason 
Pat Oakes 
 

Given in memory of Olon Ross by: 

Bobby & Loretta Regan 
 

Given in memory of Earlyne Taylor by: 

John Alexander Family 
Bobby & Loretta Regan 

 Ushers/Greeters 
(8:45 a.m. service) 
 

Leon Lambert 
 
(11:00 a.m. service) 
 

Available 
 

Family Night Hosts 

John & Gabrielle Alexander and  
Jimmy & Mary Webb 

          Acolyte Schedule 

(8:45 a.m. service) 
 

Austin Cucuzza  
 
(11:00 a.m. service) 

 

  6 - Eli Williams & Carter Campbell 
13 - Carter Campbell & Katie Campbell   
20 - Katie Campbell & Katie Warden 
27 - Katie Campbell & Eli Williams 
 

Sanctuary Steward  

Fran Carson 

Serving in May 
Sanctuary Flowers 

  6 - Paul & Cassie Hardy 

13 - A.D. Hart 

20 - James Holmes 

27 - Sarah Tringle 

Offering Counters 

(8:45 a.m. service) 
 

James Holmes & Bill Davis 
 

(11:00 a.m. service) 
 

Paul Rigby & Heath Williams 
 

(6:00 p.m. service) 
 

Angela Williams 

 

 



 

Mark your calendars for our annual VBS program,  

Babylon: Daniel's Courage in Captivity on June 10 - 14.  

 

Join us as we travel to Babylon and explore Daniel's adventures as a captive in a foreign land.  

The adventure will start each night with a snack supper at 5:45 pm and program activities from  

6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  

 

Participants will enjoy fun-filled games, crafts, music, snacks, and Bible lessons. The program is free 

and open to children entering preschool through 5th grade. Youth are invited to participate as  

volunteer helpers. Volunteers are needed in many areas including Tribe Leaders and helpers in the 

Marketplace with crafts, drama, music and food. If there is a particular area you would like to help, 

please contact Suzy Guthrie or the church office. We hope you will make plans to join us. Please feel 

free to invite your friends and family on a Babylonian adventure!  

 

Pre-registration is encouraged but not required.  Signed registration forms are required for all  

participants.  

To pre-register, visit vbspro.events/p/fumcwigginsvbs2018  

 

For more info visit www.fumcwiggins.org or contact the church office  

at 601-928-4880 or wfumc@fumcwiggins.org.  

Operation Christmas Child  

is collecting  

stuffed toys, trucks, yo-yos, jacks, 

and other small toys this month. 

  

Thank You! 

After Family Night we had some car trouble and wanted to thank  

our church family for getting us back on the road.  

 

Without your help, we could have been there all night! 

 

Thanks again for your love and care, 

Jim & Jody Nightengale 

https://vbspro.events/p/fumcwigginsvbs2018
http://www.fumcwiggins.org/
mailto:wfumc@fumcwiggins.org
mailto:fumc@fumcwiggins.org


Wiggins UMW enjoyed our monthly meeting at 
noon on Monday, April 23, 2018 as we joined 
together for fellowship, food and “Seeds of 
Kindness”.  The delicious meal was prepared 
and served by the Emma McDaniel Circle.   
Rev. Dayna shared scripture and challenges 
about kindness , reminding the group that  
everything starts as a seed, whether it’s your 
time, money, appreciation, wisdom, or energy. 
 
Business included:    
1) presentation of a Special Recognition Pin to 
Rev. Dayna Goff and  
2) monetary “Gifts in Memory” to be sent to 
the district treasurer in memory of Gloria 
Billingslea and Mary Linda McQuagge. 
 

The May 28th meeting will be an Indoor Picnic  
with “Give Me Some-More Jesus” led by  
Pat Oakes.  We will gather at noon. 

 

Ladies Bible Study 
The Wednesday morning ladies Bible study group will 

take a different approach for the summer.  Our study 

will center on a work of historical fiction called  

A Lineage of Grace by Francine Rivers.  The five  

novellas are on women in the lineage of Jesus (Tamar, 

Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary) who teach us  

lessons that are still as applicable today as they were 

thousands of years ago.  They are lessons on hope, 

faith, love, unlimited grace, and obedience.   

 

Instead of meeting weekly, we will get together at  

scheduled times during the summer at 2 or 3 week  

intervals.  Those who have summers off might  

especially like to join us on this different approach to 

studying the Bible.  It is also good for anyone that can’t 

devote time every week to meet.   

 

If you are interested in a good summer read with a 

little fellowship and discussion, call Kathy Gordon,  

601-928-8478. 

The Missions Committee hosted Family 

Night in April. Representatives from Galina 

Kolishikova (Rural Chaplains Association), 

Seashore Mission, The Wesley Foundation 

at MGCCC (The Barn), Kairos, and Our 

Daily Bread Food Pantry gave powerful, 

moving testimonies to the work their  

missions are able to accomplish thanks to 

the financial assistance received from 

FUMC Wiggins.   

Other missions supported by our church 

include Rise Against Hunger, Operation 

Christmas Child, Nicaragua mission  

building and various disaster relief efforts. 

And as always, the food was FABULOUS!! 

Missions Highlighted at Family Night 



youth news  

Thank you to our breakfast chefs in April—Glenn & Yevonne Ball and Kathy Gordon.   
Thanks to Paul & Cassie Hardy, Gabrielle Alexander & Deanna Hatten for always helping out on breakfast 
mornings. May chefs: Deanna Hatten & Sarah Tringle (2nd) and Suzy Guthrie & Sherrye Guthrie (16th).  
 
The youth are having their regular MYF meetings on Sundays. They have also been meeting early on  
Sundays to help with unloading donations for sale.  Some of boys helped after school with pickup of items. 
Special thanks to Leon Lambert and Robert Seal for helping so much with pickup and delivery.  A few of 
our youth have been meeting and practicing praise band music. We hope more are interested in this  
activity and they will continue with this project.  
 
Hopefully, our last fundraiser (The BIG Sale) will be Saturday, May 5th from 8am-2pm (gym) with youth 
helping with clean up afterwards. We have a car wash set for June but only if we haven’t reached our goal.  
All church family members are invited to shop on Friday from 5 to 7pm.  If you would like to help with  
setting up or the sale, please let us know. All help is appreciated. 
 

Youth and Parents:  Lake Junaluska (June 17-21, 2018) 
GET ON THE BOAT! "When Jesus got into the boat, his disciples followed him." Matthew 8:23.   

Each youth group event offers morning and evening sessions with high energy worship, guest preachers 
and mission components.  The program is geared towards sixth through 12th graders. Packages include 
program, lodging, event T-shirts and meals.  Youth, come and find your spot on His crew.  
 
We will meet on Sunday, May 20th at 4 pm in the Family Life Center to sign all paperwork and go over trip 
itinerary.  If you are unable to meet that day, contact Christa to meet earlier.  
 

Parents & Youth May & June schedule 
 

May 2 – Youth breakfast - 6:50am   May 20 - Parent meeting at 4pm for youth going to  
May 5 – Youth fundraiser-8am-2pm        Lake Junaluska  
   followed by cleanup    May 27 - Senior brunch for graduates 
May 6, 13, 20, 27 - MYF activities    June 3 - Youth will do evening service 
May 13 - Assist children with Mother’s Day  June 10-14 - Youth will assist with Bible school 
     in morning services    June 17-21 - Youth camp at Lake Junaluska 
May 16 - Youth Breakfast      
    (last breakfast for school year)  Other activities in May and June to be announced 
 
Christa, Youth Activity Director 
Austin and Calista, Youth Coordinators 

 First, I would like to say thank you to Donna Rouse for organizing the children’s annual waving of the 
palm branches on Palm Sunday.  Somehow, I missed mentioning this last month.  
 
Thanks to our April volunteers for Children's Church: Gabrielle & John Alexander (1st & 15th), Mary & 
Josh Warden (8th & 29th), and Ricki & Sonny Soileau (22nd). May volunteers:  Gabrielle & John  
Alexander (13th), Kristy Scafide & Hannah Kellogg (20th) and Mary & Josh Warden (27th). 
 
Save the Dates:  June 10–14, 2018– BABYLON Vacation Bible School. Watch for announcements. 
Be sure to pre-register and invite your child’s friends. Contact us if you would like to help us with this 
amazing journey. Advertisement - Angela Williams. Registration - Mary Warden.  
 
CIA will resume in August. Great program this year! Thanks to all the leaders and food people that 
contributed their time and talents this year. There are some special activities being planned for the 
group for the summer months.  
 
Christa Seal, Children & Youth Activity Director 
Suzy Guthrie, Children’s Coordinator  



Rev. Dayna Goff 

Pastor 

 

Carole Pearce 

Organist/Choir Director 

 

Christa Seal 

Youth Activities Coordinator 

 

Sylvia Davis 

Pianist 

 

Susan Campbell 

Church Secretary 

 

Violet Georgian 

Stella Warden 

Nursery Attendants 

Church Staff 

Worship Times 

Sunday
Morning Worship: 8:45 or 11:00 am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 

Evening Worship: 6:00 pm 

Wednesday Prayer Meeting: 6:00 pm 


